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	Care Coordination Centre
MCH House
21 Bailey Drive
Gillingham
Kent
ME8 0PZ

Direct Line: 0300 123 3444
Email: medch.childrennursing@nhs.net

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	


Dear Parent/Carer,

Subject: Enteral Syringes Allocation

In 2023 Medway Community Healthcare (MCH) updated the guidelines for calculating the number of enteral syringes allocated to children for administering feeds via enteral devices. 	Comment by ROBINSON Hilary: Why are we only letting them know now if we reviewed it last year? Is this date correct? Also, can we provide some reasoning as to why - e.g., in line with national guidance, or to ensure best value for money for our patients etc etc	Comment by OLATEJU, Abidemi (MEDWAY COMMUNITY HEALTHCARE): A letter was sent out to families last year by the Adult HEN team	Comment by OLATEJU, Abidemi (MEDWAY COMMUNITY HEALTHCARE): This was all initiated due to the excessive spend on enteral products within  paediatrics at MCH in addition to rising costs of products nationally

Under the new MCH syringe formulary (or ‘list of pharmaceutical products’), disposable (single-use) enteral syringes will no longer be supplied for medication administration purposes. The formulary now provides reusable enteral syringes for all patients aged 1year and older. Please refer to the attached guidelines for the proper use of reusable syringes. Patients under the age of 1 year will continue to receive single-use enteral syringes.  	Comment by ROBINSON Hilary: Can we also include a link to access these in case a paper copy is lost?	Comment by OLATEJU, Abidemi (MEDWAY COMMUNITY HEALTHCARE): There is no link for this. It is an actual list provided by the adult HEN team

We understand that these changes may require you to source additional reusable enteral syringes independently. If this is the case, syringes can be purchased online by searching for the syringe name and brand. Alternatively, you may ask your pharmacy to supply your child’s medication with enteral-fit syringes rather than oral syringes. 	Comment by ROBINSON Hilary: If they do this, is there a different set of guidelines for use (as per the ones we’ve referenced above)?	Comment by OLATEJU, Abidemi (MEDWAY COMMUNITY HEALTHCARE): No, all enteral syringes are cared for in the same manner. 

Please note that going forward, no exceptions will be made to this policy. 

We thank you for your understanding. 

Yours sincerely,
MCH Children’s Community Nursing Team

For information about how we handle your personal information, please visit https://www.medwaycommunityhealthcare.nhs.uk/contact-us/privacy-notice.  If you would like a hard copy of this, please call us using the contact details above.





www.medwaycommunityhealthcare.nhs.uk

Tube Feeding Syringes
A guide for patients who are tube feeding

Cleaning and Storage of Reusable Syringes
For adults and children – please follow these instructions:
1. Reusable syringes must be cleaned immediately after each use with fresh warm, soapy water (domestic washing up liquid is suitable). The plunger must be pulled back and forward several times until all traces of feed/medicine are removed from inside the tip.
1. Separate the barrel and plunger and clean with warm, soapy water, rinse under cold running water and shake off excess water.  
1. Allow the barrel and plunger to air dry or wipe dry with clean, disposable paper towels (not a cloth towel). 
1. Store the syringe in a clean, dry container; reassemble when required.

For patients who are under 1 year old – please follow the manufacturer’s instructions:


Note
Do not clean in a dishwasher, freeze, steam clean or microwave the syringes. 
Replace the syringe if:
 There is visible damage to the barrel or tip of the syringe.
 The dose markings on the syringe are no longer clear and you require accurate measurements for medications
 The plunger seal is damaged.
 The syringe becomes difficult to use.

Follow manufacturer’s instructions for routine replacement of the syringe. 
Generally, a reusable syringe will last for 1 week.
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